
  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES  
OXFORD HOUSING ADVISORY COMMISSION  

20 SOUTH ELM STREET  
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2025 AT 5:00 PM 

 
 
Approval of Agenda 
   
 Members Present: Ann Fuehrer, Roxanne Ornelas, Jason Bracken, Mary Piper, Anne Bailey, 

Cathryn Loucas, Nicola Rodrigues, and Jock Pitts 
 
Called to Order at 5:02 PM 
 
Approval of Agenda: 
First: Roxanne Ornelas 
Second: Jock Pitts 
Approved 

  
Approval of Minutes 
   
 Approval of Minutes: 

First: Cathryn Loucas 
Second: Roxanne Ornelas 
Approved 

  
 1. Minutes from the October 2nd, 2025 Meeting 
       
 

 

  
Old Business 
   
 

 

  
New Business 
   
 

 

  
 1. Welcome New Members 
       
 Welcome to Roxanne Ornelas, the new City Council Representative for the Housing Advisory 

Commission for 2026.  
  
 2. Housing Opportunities Made Equal Guest Speaker 

  



  
 
 

 
 

       
 See attached presentation: Housing Opportunities Made Equal by Home Cincy. 
  
Adjournment 
   
 Motion to Adjourn: 

First: Roxanne Ornelas 
Second: Anne Bailey 
Approved 

  
 



1www.homecincy.org @HOMECincy



What is HOME?
Housing Opportunities Made Equal (HOME) of Greater Cincinnati is a 

private, non-profit civil rights organization founded in 1968.

HOME’s mission is to eliminate unlawful discrimination in housing.

HOME advocates for and helps to enforce housing regulations for all 
protected classes and promotes stabilized, integrated communities.

TENANT ADVOCACY
• Ohio Landlord Tenant Law
• Free housing mediation services
• Limited school programs*

POLICY & RESEARCH
• Roadmap for Increasing Black 

Homeownership
• Property Tax Report
• Lending Report

FAIR HOUSING SERVICES
• Fair housing counseling
• Investigations and enforcement

EDUCATION & OUTREACH
• Training for consumers, advocates and 

housing providers
• Outreach to vulnerable populations



Tenant Advocacy

• HOME works with individuals who are experiencing difficulty 
maintaining their rental housing for reasons ranging from 
tenant/landlord issues to lack of resources. 

• The Tenant Advocacy Program works to stabilize families in their 
homes and prevent a loss of housing. 

• Our Tenant Advocacy staff work with individuals in danger of 
losing housing, provide information on housing rights and Ohio 
tenant-landlord law, give objective advice, and advocate on our 
clients’ behalf with their landlord.

• HOME co-sponsors Housing Mediation Services, a source of free, 
professional mediation in the Greater Cincinnati area for landlords, 
tenants, or neighbors. 
• To request such mediation, call 513-751-2567 or 

visit www.housingmediation.org.

http://www.housingmediation.org/


Education and Outreach

• HOME offers a wide variety of courses for housing providers, 
consumers, and other organizations involved in housing. 

• Our staff will customize a class based on your clients’ or 
staffs’ needs and interests. 

• Trainings are available to consumers or agencies at no cost, 
while trainings for housing providers are offered at a low cost 
and can qualify for Continuing Education Unit credits. 

• Our courses cover topics including fair housing rights, 
landlord-tenant law, illegal steering, Section 8 landlords, 
implicit bias, and more.​



Policy & Research:
The Roadmap for Increasing Black Homeownership

• In October 2022, HOME and a group of more than 30 
partners published the Roadmap for Increasing Black 
Homeownership. The report identified a 36% Black-White 
homeownership gap and proposed six key policy 
recommendations that would increase Black homeownership 
and preserve existing Black homeowners. 

• Recommendations include:

1. Expand Fair and Non-Predatory Lending

2. Support Existing Low-Income Homeowners

3. Modify Zoning to be More Inclusive

4. Provide Property Tax Relief to Low-Income Homeowners

5. Modify Tax Abatement Incentives to Support Black Homeowners

6. Monitor Progress

www.homecincy.org/homeownership

http://www.homecincy.org/homeownership




Policy & Research: 
Analysis of Lending Disparities in Hamilton 
County

• Key Findings:

• Black households are underrepresented in 
the mortgage process.

• Black borrowers are denied at a higher rate 
than white borrowers, regardless of income.

• Neighborhoods where Black households live 
have much less access to mortgage lending. 
Over half of loans that are made in Black 
communities go to white applicants.

www.homecincy.org/homeownership

http://www.homecincy.org/homeownership


Why Fair Housing?
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• Upholding Civil Rights (THE LAW)

• Ensuring Equal Access to Housing for ALL

• Combatting Legacy of Legal 

Discrimination, Segregation & Redlining

• Protecting Vulnerable Populations

• Promoting Diversity and Inclusion

• Promoting Healthy People

• Environmental Hazards such as Lead* What’s your WHY?



The Fair Housing Act

Titles VIII-IX of the Civil Rights Act of 1968

Made it unlawful to discriminate in housing and housing related 
transactions on the basis of 

RACE, COLOR, NATIONAL ORIGIN, and RELIGION.

• Amended in 1974 to add SEX protection

• Amended in 1988 to protect families with children (FAMILIAL 
STATUS) and people with disabilities (DISABILITY STATUS)



Fair Housing “Protected Classes” in 2025

RACE All races

COLOR All skin colors

NATIONAL ORIGIN All national origins

RELIGION All religions (including no religion)

SEX All sexes, genders, orientations & expressions

FAMILIAL STATUS Refers to presence of children under age 18

DISABILITY STATUS Refers to current, past, or perceived disability



Fair Housing Laws By Location

USA

• Race

• Color

• Religion

• National origin 

• Sex

• Familial status

• Disability

Ohio 

• Ancestry

• Military status

Cincinnati

• natural hair types and natural 
hair styles commonly 
associated with race;

• sexual orientation and gender 
identity or expression;

• age;

• military status; 

• marital status; 

• Appalachian origin

• Source of income

Oxford

• Source of income



Fair Housing Scope
Examples of Housing Covered:

• Houses

• Apartments

• Condos

• Mobile Homes

• Dorms

• Assisted living facilities

• Emergency shelters

• Transitional housing

• Extended stay hotels

• Subsidized Housing

Examples of Providers Covered:

• Landlords

• Apartment Agents/Managers

• Real Estate Agents/Brokers

• Condo Association Managers

• Condo/HOA Boards & Members

• Builders/Developers/Investors

• Maintenance/Contractors

• Lenders/Insurers/Agents

• Advertising Media/MLS

Added legal obligations



Fair Housing Violations
Housing Discrimination Under the Fair Housing Act | HUD.gov / U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

• Refusal to rent or sell housing based on a protected class

• Refusal to negotiate based on protected class

• Setting different terms, conditions, or privileges based on 
protected class

• Falsely denying that housing is available based on protected 
class

• Showing prospects properties in certain areas or avoiding 
certain areas based on a protected class (STEERING)

• Denying any person access to, membership or participation in, 
any organization, facility or service in a housing-related 
transaction due to a protected class

• Advertising using language that is considered discriminatory 
toward members of a protected class
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https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/fair_housing_equal_opp/fair_housing_act_overview#_What_Is_Prohibited?


Fair Housing Enforcement

Fair housing complaints can be filed with administrative 
agencies (within one year) or in court (within two years).
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Filing a Charge | Ohio Civil Rights Commission

File a Fair Housing Discrimination Complaint/U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) | HUD.gov / U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

https://civ.ohio.gov/how-to-file-a-charge/filing-a-charge
https://www.hud.gov/i_want_to/file_a_fair_housing_discrimination_complaint
https://www.hud.gov/i_want_to/file_a_fair_housing_discrimination_complaint
https://www.hud.gov/i_want_to/file_a_fair_housing_discrimination_complaint


Housing Discrimination Data

www.nationalfairhousing.org

Disability status is the most frequently reported basis 
of discrimination in housing

http://www.nationalfairhousing.org/


Fair Housing violations today 
look less like this:

16



And more like this…
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Disability Discrimination



Familial Status Discrimination



Fact Sheets & Resources

www.homecincy.org/fact-sheets



Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing (AFFH)

• Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing means taking meaningful actions, in addition to 
combating discrimination, that overcome patterns of segregation and foster inclusive 
communities free from barriers that restrict access to opportunity based on protected 
characteristics. 

• Specifically, AFFH means: 

• addressing disparities in housing needs 

• increasing access to opportunity 

• replacing segregated living patterns with truly integrated and balanced living patterns

• transforming racially or ethnically concentrated areas of poverty into areas of opportunity

• fostering and maintaining compliance with civil rights and fair housing laws. 

• The duty to affirmatively further fair housing extends to all of a program participant's activities 
and programs relating to housing and urban development.

• The AFFH rule was designed to help communities identify and overcome patterns of segregation, 
increase housing choice, and promote inclusive growth



Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice

• The 2025 Butler County Analysis of Impediments identified five 

barriers to fair housing:

1. Shortage of decent rental housing choices across the County

a. Older housing stock, in need of repairs. Not much new affordable housing.

2. High housing costs limit choice

3. Neighborhoods with affordable housing option provide low access to 

opportunity

a. Lower quality schools, less access to high paying jobs, higher rates of poverty.

4. Minority households have reduced access to homeownership

5. Continued need for fair housing outreach, education, and enforcement

a. Growing population of protected classes



Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice

• The Butler County Analysis of Impediments also includes 
specific recommendations: 
• Support the development of additional housing units and the 

improvement of existing units
• Including accessible units, and larger units with 3+ bedrooms
• Including quality affordable housing units. 

• Provide more opportunities for economic advancement through 
education, job training, job creation, and services such as childcare 
that support those seeking good jobs

• Provide increased homeownership opportunities through the 
development of for sale affordable housing, and the provision of 
down payment assistance programs tied to homebuyer education, 
credit cleanup, and counseling

• Continue to provide Fair Housing education, and outreach to citizens, 
particularly those in protected classes. Also provide education to 
property owners regarding their rights and responsibilities



@HOMECincy
Connect with HOME:

www.homecincy.org
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