


































































































































































 
 

          Paul Brown was born in Norwalk, Ohio on 
September 7, 1908, and was a proud, lifelong son of the Great 
State of Ohio; and  
 

WHEREAS, Paul played football for and graduated from 
Massillon Washington High School and later coached the Tigers, 
where he compiled a record of 80 wins, 8 losses and 2 ties in 8 
years; and   

  
WHEREAS, Paul attended Miami University in Oxford, Ohio 

graduating with a Bachelors Degree and was quarterback for the 
football team and centerfielder for the baseball club; and  
 

WHEREAS, Paul attended Ohio State University, graduating 
with a Masters Degree and later served as head coach of the 
Buckeyes, where  he compiled a record of 18 wins, 8 losses and 
a tie in three seasons while coaching the team to their first 
national championship in 1942; and   

 
WHEREAS, Paul became the founder and head coach of the 

Cleveland Browns of the All American Football Conference, 
winning the AAFC championship 4 times; and 

 
WHEREAS, Paul signed African-American players to the 

Browns roster and was instrumental in breaking the existing 
color barrier and integrating professional football; and  

 
WHEREAS, Paul took the Cleveland Browns to the National 

Football League, creating one of the most beloved teams in the 
NFL’s history and winning 3 NFL championships while ending his 
tenure with the Browns with a record of 114 wins, 48 losses and 
5 ties; and 

 
WHEREAS, Paul founded the Cincinnati Bengals in 1968, 

bringing professional Football to the Queen City; and 
 

WHEREAS, Paul was inducted into the Professional 
Football Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio, and is regarded as among 
the most innovative coaches ever, who’s influence is still felt 
in the game today; and 

 
WHEREAS, Paul was buried in his beloved Massillon, Ohio 

upon his death in 1991. 
   

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Prudence Z. Dana, Mayor of the City 
of Oxford, Ohio, do hereby proclaim September 7, 2008, as: 

 
‘PAUL BROWN DAY’  

 
in the City of Oxford in commemoration on what would have been 
his 100th birthday. 
  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 
hereunto set my hand and caused 
the seal of the City of Oxford 
to be affixed this 29th day of 
August, 2008. 
 

                          
                              ________________________________ 



                              PRUDENCE Z. DANA, MAYOR 
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