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MEMO 
 
TO:  Planning Commission 
FROM:  Sam Perry 
DATE: June 1, 2020 
SUBJECT:      Transient Guest Lodging (formerly known as Short Term Rentals) 
 

Several months have passed since staff completed a joint research project led by Miami 
Economics professor Dr. Mark Tremblay. The research revealed that non-hotel transient 
lodging was approximately a $1M annual business in Oxford with well over 100 units 
available to lodgers. This business is conducted largely without official city involvement with 
the exception of two approvals that went through Planning Commission and City Council. 

Now that COVID-19 responses from city departments have faded, we are shifting our focus 
back to this important policy topic. Oxford Zoning Code has yet to be updated to reflect this 
modern trend. 

What was lacking in previous discussions was a comprehensive look at city policies – city 
finances, community economy, tourism, safety, neighborhoods. We believe we are better 
positioned to move forward not only with a simpler zoning approach, but also a more 
comprehensive set of policy and code updates. This starts with a new term: Transient Guest 
Lodging, rather than Short Term Rental. This helps to better separate this use in a community 
already full of rental properties. 

This first presentation will provide an overview on our suggestions and ask for your feedback 
before we reach out to stakeholders. There will be multiple future opportunities for input. 
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