
Public Arts Commission of Oxford
Virtual Meeting
Tuesday, March 9, 2021, 4:30PM

Minutes of the meeting

Present: Steve Sullivan, Chair; Edna Southard, Vice-Chair; Robert Benson, Recording
Secretary; Stefanie Hilles, Carole Katz, Norm Krumpe; Joseph Prescher
Guest: Stephen Smith (Inside/Outside Studio, Hamilton OH

1. The virtual meeting of the Public Arts Commission of Oxford (PACO) was called to order
by Steve Sullivan at 4:34PM.

2. The Agenda was approved

3. The Minutes of the January 12, 2021 PACO virtual meeting were approved.

4. New Business

A. Presentation by Stephen Smith (Inside/Outside Studio, Hamilton OH)
Stephen Smith described his Inspirations Studio, a non-profit entity sponsored
from 2006 by the Butler County Board of Developmental Disabilities, became
sponsored in 2015 by the Cincinnati Easter Seals organization; but in 2021
became a completely independent operation.
Inside/Outside Studio has complete lots of public art in a variety of projects.
These include painted fire hydrants in downtown Hamilton; and alley pavement
painting and chemical sealed used for outdoor eating with permanent tables
and chairs.
They have also done interiors for such companies as Kirsch CPA Group where
they mounted fused glass and ceramic “wheels” on an interior brick wall, with
the company employees working with the artists. They have also worked in
Cincinnati’s Over-the-Rhine neighborhood at Furniture Solutions.
Mr. Smith expressed his interest in integrating artists from Inside/Outside
Studio into the Oxford community. In addition to the kinds of projects listed
above, the artists could do mosaic, low-relief murals and applied ceramics. They
do not work in metal or with lighting. However, they work very collaboratively.
They have worked with a metal fabricator and welder named Nick Bauer and a
craftsman named Joshua Morrow who works in Hamilton but lives in
Middletown.

5. Old Business Updates

A. Status – Police Department Bike Rack
Stefanie Hilles reported on the status of the project. There have been hitches in
the progress because COVID-19 has caused dramatic increases in the price of
metals. Stefanie provided examples that were quite surprising in terms of cost.



It seems that the cost of the bike rack, including materials, fabrication,
installation and artist fees could rise to budget of $4K-$6K. However, it is also
possible to reduce the cost by using pre-fabricated components. This could
reduce the cost to a more reasonable $2K.
Stefanie asked for advice about how to word the call for entries so that entrants
would realize that there could be no flexibility in the design once accepted dur to
the cost of materials and fabrication.
Entrants will be asked to Google examples and best practices in order to
understand the constraints.
Joe Prescher moved that Stefanie send the call to all PACO members with the
best wording she can come up with and that once approved by the members, the
call for entries be sent to Jessica Greene and Doug Elliott for final approval with
copies to Chief John Jones and Mike Dresibach. Edna Southard seconded and the
motion was approved unanimously.

B. Update on New Comprehensive City Plan
The City of Oxford will hold a meeting for heads of all municipal commissions
and committees along with any other members of those groups to learn how the
City will put its new comprehensive plan together. Jessica Greene will host the
meeting on behalf of the city administration and explain the process that has
been set up along with answering questions. Steve Sullivan and Edna Southard
will attend the meeting. Bob Benson offered to attend as well. We will learn how
we can bring our interests to the table, especially the notion that art should be
proactively a part of all city planning.  We will base our contributions on our
vision statement and founding documents.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 5:49PM

Respectfully submitted,

Robert Benson, Recording Secretary


