
  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

AGENDA  
OXFORD CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

   
COURTHOUSE  

  
TUESDAY, JULY 21, 2026 AT 7:30 PM 

  
 

 
Michael Smith, Mayor  

Alex French, Vice-Mayor Amber Franklin 
Jason Bracken Roxanne Ornelas 
William Snavely Jim Vinch 

 
  

 
MEETING PROCEDURE:    Comments from the Public are welcome at two different times during the course of the 
meeting: (1) Comments on items not on the Agenda, and Consent Agenda items, will be heard under Public Comments 
– and (2) Comments on all Resolutions and Ordinances will be heard during Council consideration of said item.  Please 
wait until you are recognized by the Mayor, state your name and address so that your comments may be properly 
recorded and limit your remarks to a period of five minutes or less. 

 
 
1. Roll Call. 

  
2. Pledge of Allegiance. 
  
3. Approval of Agenda. 
  
4. Public Participation. 
  
 A.  Public Comments 
 
 The purpose of the public comments section is for members of the public to speak to the 

City Council on any subject not scheduled on the Agenda, except consent agenda items. To 
speak, you may approach the podium and wait to be addressed by the Mayor. You will 
need to state your name and address for the public record. City Council values your 
comments, and Council rules limit public comments to five minutes for each person. 
Presentations are not to be in the form of public debate, personal attacks on Council, City 
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staff, or other members of the public, and Council shall not act except to direct the City 
Manager to take action or schedule the matter for discussion at a later date. 

  
5. Consent Agenda. 
 
 All matters under the Consent Agenda are considered by the City Council to be routine and will 

be enacted by one motion. Any City Council member may, however, remove an item from 
consent by request. Items removed for separate discussion will be considered after the motion to 
approve the Consent Agenda. 

  
 A. Minutes from the July 7, 2026, City Council Meeting. (Heather Barbour, Clerk of 

Council) 
  
6. Resolutions. 
  
 A. A Resolution Authorizing The City Manager To Submit A Payment In The Amount Of 

$283,846.00 To The Ohio Water Development Authority To Pay Administrative 
Charges For Cooperative Agreement Account 12025 To Fund Water Treatment Plant 
Membrane Softening Improvements.  (Michael Dreisbach, Service Director) 

  
 B. A Resolution Authorizing The City Manager To Enter Into The Butler County Mutual 

Police Aid Agreement. (John Jones, Police Chief) 
  
7. Ordinances. 
 
 Ordinances are adopted using a two-step procedure. First reading introduces the 

Ordinance and provides an opportunity for public input on the subject as well as allowing 
Council to request more information as needed. Second reading is to provide Council with 
the opportunity to consider new information and to deliberate. 

  
 A. First Reading 
  
 1. An Ordinance Repealing Code Section 351.03 Prohibited Standing Or Parking 

Places And Adopting New Section 351.03 Prohibited Standing Or Parking Places. 
(John Jones, Police Chief) 

  
 B. Second Reading 
  
 1. An Ordinance Providing For The Submission To The Electorate Of Amendments To 

The Charter Of The City Of Oxford, Ohio, And To Place The Same On The Ballot 
At The General Election, November 3, 2026.  (Douglas R. Elliott, Jr., City Manager) 

  
 2. An Ordinance Providing For The Submission To The Electorate Of  An Amendment 

To The Charter Of The City Of Oxford, Ohio, And To Place The Same On The 
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Ballot At The General Election, November 3, 2026. (Douglas R. Elliott, Jr., City 
Manager) 

  
 3. An Ordinance Authorizing The City Manager To Enter Into An Easement 

Agreement With The Board Of Education Of The Talawanda Local School District 
For The Planned Construction Of A Passenger Rail Platform. (Michael Dreisbach, 
Service Director) 

  
 4. An Ordinance Authorizing The City Manager To Enter Into An Easement 

Agreement With Southwestern Ohio Seniors’ Services, Inc., A Non-Profit Ohio 
Corporation Now Known As Maple Knoll Communities, Inc. For The Purpose Of 
An Easement For The Construction Of The (OATS) Oxford Area Trail System Phase 
VI. (Michael Dreisbach, Service Director) 

  
 5. An Ordinance Authorizing The City Manager To Enter Into An Easement 

Agreement With Clawson Properties I, LLC For The Purpose Of An Easement For 
The Construction Of The (OATS) Oxford Area Trail System Phase V.  (Michael 
Dreisbach, Service Director) 

  
 6. An Ordinance To Appropriate Certain Real Property Interests Owned By Ledger, 

LLC, With Interests By Others, For The BUT-Oxford Amtrak Station 
Project.  (Michael Dreisbach, Service Director) 

  
 7. An Ordinance Amending Ordinance No. 3844 Supplemental Budget Ordinance 

Number 4 To Make Supplemental Appropriations For Fiscal Year 2026. (Heidi 
Ridenour, Finance Director) 

  
8. Announcements & Communications. 
  
 A.  Remarks from City Council and City staff. 
 
 The comments expressed by individual members of Council or City staff during this 

portion of a City Council meeting do not necessarily reflect the views of the City of Oxford, 
The Oxford City Council, or the City staff. 

  
 B.  Future Meetings. 
 

(Note: Meetings are held at the Court House unless otherwise indicated.) 
 
DATE Meeting 
  
 1. Aug 4 City Council Courthouse 7:30 p.m. 

Aug 4 Climate Action Steering Committee Municipal 
Building 

10:30 
a.m. 
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Aug 5 Environmental Commission Municipal 
Building 

7:00 p.m. 

Aug 6 Housing Advisory Commission — 
CANCELED 

Courthouse 5:00 p.m. 

Aug 10 Oxford Recreation Board Municipal 
Building 

12:30 
p.m. 

Aug 10 Public Arts Commission of Oxford Courthouse 5:30 p.m. 

Aug 11 Planning Commission Courthouse 7:00 p.m. 

Aug 12 Historic & Architectural Preservation 
Commission 

Courthouse 6:00 p.m. 

Aug 17 Oxford Parking & Transportation Advisory 
Board 

Municipal 
Building 

9:00 a.m. 

Aug 18 City Council Courthouse 7:30 p.m. 

Aug 19 Board of Building Appeals Courthouse 5:30 p.m. 
Aug 25 Board of Zoning Appeals Courthouse 6:30 p.m. 

9. Adjourn. 
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MINUTES  
OXFORD CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

COURTHOUSE  
TUESDAY, JULY 7, 2026 AT 7:30 PM 

 
 
MEETING PROCEDURE:    Comments from the Public are welcome at two different times during the course of the 
meeting: (1) Comments on items not on the Agenda, and Consent Agenda items, will be heard under Public Comments 
– and (2) Comments on all Resolutions and Ordinances will be heard during Council consideration of said item.  Please 
wait until you are recognized by the Mayor, state your name and address so that your comments may be properly 
recorded and limit your remarks to a period of five minutes or less. 

 
 
1. Roll Call. 

   
 A regular meeting of the Oxford City Council was called to order by Mayor Smith on Tuesday, 

July 7, 2026, at 7:30 p.m. Members in attendance were Roxanne Ornelas, Jason Bracken, Jim 
Vinch, Amber Franklin, William Snavely, and Alex French. 
  
Staff Members in Attendance  
  
Mr. Douglas R. Elliott, Jr., City Manager; Ms. Jessica Greene, Assistant City Manager; Mr. 
Michael Dreisbach, Service Director; Mr. John Detherage, Fire Chief; Mr. Geoff Robinson, 
Police Lieutenant; Mr. Sam Perry, Community Development Director; Ms. Heidi Ridenour, 
Finance Director; Mr. Chad Smith, Parks and Recreation Director; Mr. Chris Conard, Law 
Director; and Ms. Heather Barbour, Clerk of Council. 

  
2. Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
 

 

  
3. Approval of Agenda. 
 
 
 Motion – To Approve the Agenda  

(Voice Vote) 1st Ms. French  2nd  Ms. Franklin 
AYE # 7 
NAY # 0 
ABS # 0 
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4. Public Participation. 
 
 
 

 

  
 A. Proclamation TOPSS Grand Opening 
 
 
 Mayor Smith presented a proclamation recognizing TOPSS (Oxford Pantry and Social Services) 

in celebration of the organization's nearly two decades of service to residents of the Talawanda 
School District. The proclamation highlighted TOPSS' growth from a community food pantry 
into a comprehensive social services organization providing food assistance, housing support, 
emergency assistance, and other critical resources. It also recognized the organization's resilience 
during the COVID-19 pandemic and its continued expansion, including the opening of its new 
facility at 5445 College Corner Pike. The Mayor proclaimed July 17, 2026, as TOPSS Grand 
Opening Day in the City of Oxford. Ms. Sherry Martin, Executive Director of TOPSS, accepted 
the proclamation and thanked the City Council, City staff, volunteers, donors, and community 
partners for their continued support.  

  
 B.  Public Comments 
 
 The purpose of the public comments section is for members of the public to speak to the 

City Council on any subject not scheduled on the Agenda, except consent agenda items. To 
speak, you may approach the podium and wait to be addressed by the Mayor. You will 
need to state your name and address for the public record. City Council values your 
comments, and Council rules limit public comments to five minutes for each person. 
Presentations are not to be in the form of public debate, personal attacks on Council, City 
staff, or other members of the public, and Council shall not act except to direct the City 
Manager to take action or schedule the matter for discussion at a later date. 

 
 
 Public Comment - Ms. Linda Musmeci- Kimball, Melinda Drive - Ms. Musmeci- Kimball urged 

City Council to terminate the City's contract with Flock Safety, expressing concerns regarding 
privacy, civil liberties, and the long-term implications of mass surveillance. She argued that the 
technology continuously records and catalogs the movements of all vehicles that pass the 
cameras rather than only capturing vehicles involved in suspected criminal activity. Ms. 
Musmeci- Kimball stated that the data collected can reveal sensitive information about 
individuals' daily lives and is stored in a nationwide database accessible to participating law 
enforcement agencies with limited oversight. Ms. Musmeci- Kimball further expressed concern 
that ALPR technology has been used in other jurisdictions to monitor activities related to 
political activism, reproductive healthcare, immigration, gun ownership, and other lawful 
activities. She stated that surveillance systems often expand beyond their original intended 
purpose and cited concerns that Flock Safety has modified its contractual terms in ways that 
reduce local governments' control over their own data while increasing the company's authority 
over information sharing. She also referenced reports that some municipalities believed they had 
limited data sharing but later discovered broader access had been enabled. Concluding her 
remarks, Ms. Musmeci- Kimball stated that residents should have a reasonable expectation of 
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privacy regarding their movements in public spaces and expressed opposition to Oxford 
participating in what she characterized as a nationwide surveillance network. She requested that 
Council cancel the City's contract with Flock Safety and instead prioritize transparency, 
accountability, and protection of individual privacy rights. She concluded by stating that she did 
not consent to her movement records being stored and shared through such a system. 

  
5. Consent Agenda. 
 
 All matters under the Consent Agenda are considered by the City Council to be routine and will 

be enacted by one motion. Any City Council member may, however, remove an item from 
consent by request. Items removed for separate discussion will be considered after the motion to 
approve the Consent Agenda. 

 
 
 Motion – To Approve the Consent Agenda 

(Voice Vote) 1st  Ms. French 2nd  Ms. Franklin 
AYE # 7 
NAY # 0 
ABS # 0 

  
 A. Minutes from the June 16, 2026, City Council Work Session. (Heather Barbour, Clerk 

of Council) 
 
 
 

 

  
 B. Minutes from the June 16, 2026, City Council Meeting. (Heather Barbour, Clerk of 

Council) 
 
 
 

 

  
6. Resolutions. 
 
 
 

 

  
 A. A Resolution Authorizing The City Manager To Amend The Scope Of Services For 

Strand & Associates To Include Construction Engineering Services For A New Water 
Treatment Plant, And Amending The Not To Exceed Value For Their 
Contract.  (Michael Dreisbach, Service Director) 

 
 
 Motion – To Adopt Resolution No. 7836 

(Voice Vote) 1st Ms. French  2nd  Ms. Franklin 
AYE # 7 
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NAY # 0 
ABS # 0 
 
Mr. Dreisbach presented his staff report and addressed questions and comments from the 
Council.  
 
Public Comment - None. 

  
 B. A Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Enter Into an Agreement with Cronin 

Ford North, LLC For The Purchase Of Two Replacement Fleet Vehicles (Michael 
Dreisbach, Service Director) 

 
 
 Motion – To Adopt Resolution No. 7837 

(Voice Vote) 1st Ms. French  2nd  Ms. Franklin 
AYE # 7 
NAY # 0 
ABS # 0 
 
Mr. Dreisbach presented his staff report and addressed questions and comments from the 
Council.  
 
Public Comment - None. 

  
 C. 

A Resolution To Declare The Necessity And Intent To Acquire Certain Parcels Of Real 
Estate Owned By Ledger, LLC, With Interest By Others, For The BUT-Oxford Amtrak 
Station Project.  (Michael Dreisbach, Service Director) 

 
 
 Motion – To Adopt Resolution No. 7838 

(Voice Vote) 1st Ms. French  2nd  Mr. Snavely 
AYE # 6 
NAY # 0 
ABS # 0 
 
Mr. Dreisbach presented his staff report and addressed questions and comments from the 
Council. Ms. Ornelas left the dais at 7:51 p.m. and was not present during the vote. Ms. Ornelas 
returned to the dais at 7:54 p.m. 
 
Public Comment - None. 

  
 D. 

A Resolution Authorizing The Donation Of $50,000 From The Opioid Settlement Fund 
To The Sheltering Oxford Nonprofit Organization To Support An Emergency Cold 
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Weather Shelter And Related Opioid Abatement Services As Described In Exhibit A 
(Jessica Greene, Assistant City Manager) 

 
 
 Motion – To Adopt Resolution No. 7839 

(Voice Vote) 1st  Ms. French 2nd  Mr. Snavely 
AYE # 7 
NAY # 0 
ABS # 0 
 
Ms. Greene presented her staff report and addressed questions and comments from the Council. 
Ms. Greene noted a correction to her staff report: the Winter House Operations will be 
from November 15, 2026—March 15, 2027.  
 
Public Comment - None. 

  
 E. 

A Resolution Adopting The City Of Oxford's 2026 Americans With Disabilities Act 
(ADA) Transition Plan As Described In Exhibit A. (Jessica Greene, Assistant City 
Manager) 

 
 
 Motion – To Adopt Resolution No. 7840 

(Voice Vote) 1st Ms. French  2nd  Ms. Ornelas 
AYE # 7 
NAY # 0 
ABS # 0 
 
Ms. Greene presented her staff report and addressed questions and comments from the Council.  
 
Public Comment - None. 

  
7. Ordinances. 
 
 Ordinances are adopted using a two-step procedure. First reading introduces the 

Ordinance and provides an opportunity for public input on the subject as well as allowing 
Council to request more information as needed. Second reading is to provide Council with 
the opportunity to consider new information and to deliberate. 

 
 
 

 

  
 A. First Reading 
 
 

Page 9 of 148



  
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 1. An Ordinance Providing For The Submission To The Electorate Of Amendments To 

The Charter Of The City Of Oxford, Ohio, And To Place The Same On The Ballot 
At The General Election, November 3, 2026. (Douglas R. Elliott, Jr., City Manager) 

 
 
 Mr. Elliott presented his staff report (slides included) and addressed questions and comments 

from the Council.  
 
Motion – To separate recommendation #1, Amendment 2.11, from the list of other recommended 
Amendments and place it in a separate Ordinance for second reading and as a separate issue on 
the ballot. 
(Voice Vote) 1st Mr. Snavely  2nd  Ms. Ornelas 
AYE # 6 
NAY # 1 
ABS # 0 
 
 
Motion – To separate recommendation #5, Amendment 4.01, from the list of other recommended 
Amendments and place it in a separate Ordinance for second reading and as a separate issue on 
the ballot. 
(Voice Vote) 1st Ms. Ornelas  2nd   
AYE # 
NAY # 
ABS # 
 
Ms. Ornelas withdrew her motion to discuss Amendment 4.01. Additional discussion addressed 
the recommendation allowing a City Manager to reside outside the City with Council approval, 
noting that Ohio law no longer permits mandatory municipal residency requirements. 
 
 
Motion – To remove Amendment 3.04 from the list of recommended Amendments. 
(Voice Vote) 1st  Mr. Bracken 2nd  Mr. Snavely 
AYE # 4 
NAY # 3 
ABS # 0 
 
Public Comment - None. 

  
 2. An Ordinance Authorizing The City Manager To Enter Into An Easement 

Agreement With The Board Of Education Of The Talawanda Local School District 
For The Planned Construction Of A Passenger Rail Platform. (Michael Dreisbach, 
Service Director) 
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 Mr. Dreisbach presented his staff report and addressed questions from the Council. 
 
Public Comment - None. 

  
 3. An Ordinance Authorizing The City Manager To Enter Into An Easement 

Agreement With Southwestern Ohio Seniors’ Services, Inc., A Non-Profit Ohio 
Corporation Now Known As Maple Knoll Communities, Inc. For The Purpose Of 
An Easement For The Construction Of The (OATS) Oxford Area Trail System Phase 
VI. (Michael Dreisbach, Service Director) 

 
 
 Mr. Dreisbach presented his staff report and addressed questions from the Council.  

 
Public Comment - None. 

  
 4. An Ordinance Authorizing The City Manager To Enter Into An Easement 

Agreement With Clawson Properties I, LLC For The Purpose Of An Easement For 
The Construction Of The (OATS) Oxford Area Trail System Phase V.  (Michael 
Dreisbach, Service Director) 

 
 
 Mr. Dreisbach presented his staff report and addressed questions and comments from the 

Council. 
 
Public Comment - None. 

  
 5. An Ordinance To Appropriate Certain Real Property Interests Owned By Ledger, 

LLC, With Interests By Others, For The BUT-Oxford Amtrak Station 
Project.  (Michael Dreisbach, Service Director) 

 
 
 Mr. Dreisbach presented his staff report and addressed questions and comments from the 

Council.  
 
Public Comment - None. 

  
 6. An Ordinance Amending Ordinance No. 3844 Supplemental Budget Ordinance 

Number 4 To Make Supplemental Appropriations For Fiscal Year 2026. (Heidi 
Ridenour, Finance Director) 

 
 
 Ms. Ridenour presented her staff report and addressed questions and comments from the 

Council.  
 
Public Comment - None. 
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 B. Second Reading 
 
 
 

 

  
 1. An Ordinance Approving The Final Subdivision Application And Plat For An Area 

Referred To As “Lake Forest” Consisting Of 4 Lots Situated On 97.292 Acres 
Currently Addressed As 1701, 1983, & 1986 Lake Forest Drive, Oxford, Ohio 
45056, With Conditions (Sam Perry, Community Development Director) 

 
 
 Motion – To Adopt Ordinance No. 3868. 

(Roll Call Vote) 1st  Ms. French 2nd   Ms. Ornelas 
  
AYE # 7 
Ms. Ornelas, Mr. Snavely, Mr. Vinch, Mr. Bracken, Ms. Franklin, Ms. French, and Mayor Smith. 
NAY # 0 
ABS # 0 
 
Mr. Perry noted that a memo regarding the traffic impact was added to the agenda packet and 
that there were no other changes since the first reading and offered to answer any questions.  
 
Public Comment - None. 

  
 2. An Ordinance Approving The Final Subdivision Application And Plat For Lake 

Forest Cove Section 1 Consisting Of 36 Lots Situated On 17.462 Acres Currently 
Addressed As 1701 Lake Forest Drive, Oxford, Ohio 45056, With Conditions. (Sam 
Perry, Community Development Director) 

 
 
 Motion – To Adopt Ordinance No. 3869. 

(Roll Call Vote) 1st Ms. French  2nd   Ms. Orneals 
  
AYE # 7 
Mr. Snavely, Mr. Vinch, Mr. Bracken, Ms. Franklin, Ms. French, Ms. Ornelas, and Mayor Smith. 
NAY # 0 
ABS # 0 
 
Mr. Perry reported no changes since the first reading and offered to answer any questions.  
 
Public Comment - None.  

  
8. Announcements & Communications. 
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 A.  Remarks from City Council and City staff. 
 
 The comments expressed by individual members of Council or City staff during this 

portion of a City Council meeting do not necessarily reflect the views of the City of Oxford, 
The Oxford City Council, or the City staff. 

 
 
 

 

  
 B.  Future Meetings. 
 

(Note: Meetings are held at the Court House unless otherwise indicated.) 
 
DATE Meeting 
 
 
 

 

  
 1. Jul 13 Oxford Recreation Board Municipal 

Building 
12:30 
p.m. 

Jul 13 Public Arts Commission of Oxford Courthouse 5:30 p.m. 
Jul 14 Planning Commission Courthouse 5:30 p.m. 
Jul 15 Board of Building Appeals - CANCELED Courthouse 5:30 p.m. 
Jul 15 Board of Zoning Appeals  Courthouse 6:30 p.m. 
Jul 21 City Council Courthouse 7:30 p.m. 
Aug 4 City Council Courthouse 7:30 p.m. 

Aug 5 Environmental Commission Municipal 
Building 

7:00 p.m. 

 
 

 

  
9. Adjourn. 
 
 
 Motion – To Adjourn at 9:06 p.m. 

(Voice Vote) 1st  Ms. French 2nd  Ms. Ornelas 
AYE # 7 
NAY # 0 
ABS # 0 
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PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENTS
CITY OF OXFORD, OHIO

Douglas R. Elliott, Jr.
City Manager
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Municipal Charters

• A municipal charter is the basic document that defines 
the organization, powers, functions and essential 
procedures of the city government. It is comparable to 
the Constitution of the United States or a state's 
constitution. The charter is, therefore, the most 
important legal document of any city. Charters are 
granted either directly by a state legislature by way of 
local legislation, or indirectly under a general municipal 
corporation law following a referendum vote of the 
proposal by the affected population. 

• (from the National League of Cities website)
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Current Charter of the City of Oxford, Ohio

• Adopted by voters in 1960
• Adopted the Council-Manager form of 

government
• Prior to adoption of Charter, the village operated 

under the statutory Mayor-Council form of 
government with an elected Board of Public 
Affairs in charge of public utilities

• Reasons for City Manager form included growth 
and increasing complexity of village operations
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Oxford Charter
• Consists of Eleven Articles
• Article I- Incorporation, Form of Government, Powers
• Article II- The Council
• Article III- Ordinances and Resolutions
• Article IV- City Manager
• Article V- Administrative Departments
• Article VI- Taxation and Borrowing
• Article VII- Finance
• Article VIII- Boards and Commissions
• Article IX- Nominations and Elections
• Article X- General Provisions
• Article XI- Transitional Provisions
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Charter Review Commission
• Current Charter requires that City Council shall appoint a 

Commission every ten years to review the existing Charter 
and make recommendations for revision.

• Charter Review Commission members:
– Mayor Michael Smith, City Council 
– Vice-Mayor Alex French, City Council
– Alan Kyger
– Carla Blackmar
– Kevin McKeehan

• Met 3 times and reported to City Council on July 7, 2026
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Recommendation #1

• 1.  Remove in Section 2.11 Powers of Council 
paragraph (4) all wording after first sentence.

•  A prohibition of structures containing more than 
three dwelling units was adopted in 1976 in the 
Mile Square. This prohibition was removed for 
the Uptown in 2007. It still exists for remaining 
Mile Square properties. It should be removed 
since planning and zoning codes and maps are a 
more effective method of implementing the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan.
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Recommendation #2

• 2.  REMOVE SECTION 2.12 UTILITY USERS LIABLE 
FOR OWN USES AND NOT FOR OTHERS. This 
section was adopted by the electorate on May 8, 
1973 as a result of a citizen initiative. This 
provision prohibits the City from certifying a lien 
to the county auditor for unpaid city water and 
sewerage fees. The City sends unpaid water and 
sewer bills to a collection agency quarterly. In 
2025 the City sent a total of $20,000 to 
collections and collected $3,000.
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Recommendation #3

• 3.  REVISE SECTION 3.04 PUBLICATION OF 
ORDINANCES to require posting in one public 
place rather than at least three. This change 
aligns with Ohio Revised Code Section 731.21 
titled “Publication of Ordinances and 
Resolutions which became effective on 
October 3, 2023. 
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Recommendation #4

• 4. REVISE SECTION 3.05 INITIATIVE AND 
REFERENDUM by changing from filing with 
city auditor to city clerk. This revision is 
needed since the city auditor position does 
exist in the City of Oxford’s form of 
government. 

Page 22 of 148



Recommendation #5

• 5. REVISE SECTION 4.01 APPOINTMENT OF 
CITY MANAGER by adding the option of the 
city manager residing outside the city with 
the approval of city council. This change 
aligns with current Ohio law as stated in the 
Ohio Revised Code Section 9.481 which 
prohibits residency requirements for certain 
employees. Council may require residency 
through a contract.
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Recommendation #6

• 6. REVISE SECTION 4.02 CITY MANAGER 
DUTIES paragraph (7) by removing “Civil 
Service Commission” and adding “Personnel 
Appeals Board”. The Personnel Appeals Board 
replaced the Civil Service Commission with 
the 2017 Charter Amendments. 
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Recommendation #7

• 7. NEW SECTION 9.07 RECALL. The proposed 
change to this section replaces the statutory 
reference to recall of members of council with 
a detailed process for recall since the statutory 
reference alone was found inadequate (see 
attached memorandum).
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Recommendation #8
• 8. REMOVE SECTION 10.01 OFFICIAL BONDS and renumber 

subsequent paragraphs. Currently only the Finance 
Director and Assistant Finance Director are bonded.  
Removal of this section avoids the potential of a financial 
recovery from the Finance Director and/or Assistant 
Finance Director by the bonding company for a loss 
incurred and paid for by the bonding company. If this 
provision is adopted by the electorate, the City would have 
the legal authority to expand existing coverage under the 
current Errors and Omissions & Employee Dishonesty and 
Faithful Performance Insurance Policies. Section 3.061 of 
the Ohio Revised Code, adopted in 2019, provides for this 
option. 

Page 26 of 148



Condensed Summary of Proposed 
Amendments

• Remove 3 Sections (including a partial one)
• Revise 4 Sections
• One New Section
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Proposed Charter Amendments

• If ordinance adopted by Council, the City will 
forward to the Board of Elections before August 
5th deadline.

• On the November 3, 2026 ballot 
• Issue No. ?
• Presented as one amendment
• Current and Proposed Charter with Amendments 

on City Website in the News Section
• Questions?
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The City of Oxford 
(513) 524-5200 
15 S. College Ave. 
Oxford, OH 45056 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 
ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: Service  

PREPARED BY: Mike Dreisbach  

DATE PREPARED: 7/1/2026  

COUNCIL MEETING DATE: July 21, 2026  

AGENDA TITLE: A Resolution Authorizing The City Manager To 
Submit A Payment In The Amount Of 
$283,846.00 To The Ohio Water Development 
Authority To Pay Administrative Charges For 
Cooperative Agreement Account 12025 To Fund 
Water Treatment Plant Membrane Softening 
Improvements.  (Michael Dreisbach, Service 
Director) 

COUNCIL GOAL AREA:  

BUDGETED AMOUNT: $26.1M  

ACCOUNT CODE: 322.810.67122  

RECOMMENDATION: Approve  

CITY MANAGER/DEPT HEAD APPROVAL: DRE MBD  
 

 
 
DISCUSSION: 
The City has received approval from the Ohio Water Development Authority (OWDA) for membrane 
softening improvements at the City's water treatment plant.  The City will pay $23,988,616.00 for the 
project, including $4,000,000.00 in principal forgiveness and a total blended interest rate of 
2.51%.  OWDA charges a fee to fund the administrative costs associated with the loan, in this case, 
$283,846.00. 
 
This Resolution will authorize the payment of $283,846.00 to OWDA. 
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RESOLUTION NO.  
 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SUBMIT A PAYMENT IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $283,846.00 TO THE OHIO WATER DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY TO PAY 
ADMINISTRATIVE CHARGES FOR COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT ACCOUNT 12025 TO 
FUND WATER TREATMENT PLANT MEMBRANE SOFTENING IMPROVEMENTS. 
 

WHEREAS,  the City has received approval from the Ohio Water Development 
Authority (OWDA) for membrane softening improvements at the City's water treatment plant; 
and  

 
WHEREAS,  the City will pay $23,988,616.00 for the project, including $4,000,000.00 

in principal forgiveness and a total blended interest rate of 2.51%; and   
 
WHEREAS, the OWDA charges a fee to fund the administrative costs associated with 

the loan, in this case, $283,846.00. 
 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OXFORD, OHIO, HEREBY RESOLVES THAT: 
  

SECTION 1: The City Manager is authorized to submit a payment in the amount of 
$283,846.00 to the Ohio Water Development Authority to pay administrative charges for 
cooperative agreement account 12025 to fund water treatment plant membrane softening 
improvements. 
 

SECTION 2: This resolution shall take effect at the earliest date allowed by law. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       MAYOR 
 
 
 
 
ADOPTED:  
ATTEST 
     ____ 
CLERK OF OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 
INTRODUCED BY: MICHAEL SMITH  
PREPARED BY: LAW (STAFF) 
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Mike DeWine , Governor
R. Gregory Browning , Chairman

Michael Fraizer , Executive Director

INVOICE

 July 1, 2026

Douglas Elliott Jr.
City Manager
Oxford
15 South College Ave.
Oxford, OH 45056

RE: 12025
WTP Membrane Softening Improvements   
Oxford
Loan Fee

Cooperative Agreement for Account 12025 dated June 25, 2026 states a charge for OWDA’s
administrative expenses based on a total project cost of $23,988,616.00.

Amount Due: $283,846.00

Please make check payable to the Ohio Water Development Authority and remit within 30 days to:

OHIO WATER DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
PO BOX 73514
CLEVELAND, OH  44193 

Michael Fraizer
Executive Director
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Mike DeWine , Governor
R. Gregory Browning , Chairman

Michael Fraizer , Executive Director

July 1, 2026

Douglas Elliott Jr.
City Manager
Oxford
15 South College Ave.
Oxford, OH 45056

Subject: WTP Membrane Softening Improvements 
OWDA Account#: 12025; FS390732-0011

On June 25, 2026, the Ohio Water Development Authority (OWDA) approved a loan for the project
listed above in the amount of $23,988,616.00.  OWDA has encumbered funds for this project as per
the attached project cost breakdown.

Enclosed are the following documents for your records:

· Project Cost Breakdown
· Fully executed copy of the loan agreement
· Certificate of Encumbrance 
· Guide for Disbursement and Repayments

Also enclosed is the OWDA loan application fee invoice in the amount of $283,846.00.  Please remit
payment at your earliest convenience.

Should you have any questions regarding this project, please contact me by email at kkillian@owda.org
or by phone at (614) 466-0228.  For questions regarding the disbursement process, please contact
Christine Okonak by email at cokonak@owda.org or by phone at 
(614) 728-0174.

Sincerely,

Kimberly Killian
Loan Officer

Enclosures
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The City of Oxford 
(513) 524-5200 
15 S. College Ave. 
Oxford, OH 45056 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 
ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: Police Division  

PREPARED BY: John Jones  

DATE PREPARED: 6/24/2026  

COUNCIL MEETING DATE: July 21, 2026  

AGENDA TITLE: A Resolution Authorizing The City Manager To 
Enter Into The Butler County Mutual Police Aid 
Agreement. (John Jones, Police Chief) 

COUNCIL GOAL AREA: Essential Operations  

BUDGETED AMOUNT: N/A  

ACCOUNT CODE: N/A  

RECOMMENDATION: Approve  

CITY MANAGER/DEPT HEAD APPROVAL: DRE JAJ  
 

 
 
DISCUSSION: 
This Butler County Mutual Aid for Law Enforcement Agreement supplements the existing agreement 
signed in 2022.  The Butler County Chiefs of Police Association has been working to create this 
agreement which will now include language covering cooperation on existing task forces such as OVI 
Task Force and other specialty units. The existing agreement is an agreement between the Butler County 
Sheriff and each individual agency. This proposal makes the Butler County Chief of Police Association 
the holder of the agreement and allows for better cooperation between municipal police agencies in the 
County. 
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 RESOLUTION NO.   
 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO THE BUTLER 
COUNTY MUTUAL POLICE AID AGREEMENT. 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Manager and Police Chief recommend that the City enter into the 
Butler County Mutual Police Aid Agreement to provide additional police protection and related 
support during emergencies. 
 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OXFORD, OHIO, HEREBY RESOLVES THAT:  
 
 SECTION 1:  the City Manager and Police Chief recommend that the City enter into the 
Butler County Mutual Police Aid Agreement to provide additional police protection and related 
support during emergencies. 

 
 
   SECTION 2:  Council accepts the recommendation of the City Manager and the Police 

Chief and hereby authorizes the City Manager to enter into the Butler County Mutual Police Aid 
Agreement as set forth on Exhibit “A” attached hereto on behalf of the City.   
 
   

SECTION 3: This resolution shall take effect at the earliest date allowed by law. 
 
 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
MAYOR 
 
 
 

ADOPTED:   
 
ATTEST: 
_________________________________ 
CLERK OF OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 
 
INTRODUCED BY: MICHAEL SMITH  
 
PREPARED BY: LAW (STAFF) 
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BUTLER COUNTY, OHIO MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT 
FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT 

 
This agreement (“Agreement”) is made and entered into by the undersigned parties as 

follows: 

WHEREAS, Revised Code Section 737.04 allows the legislative authority of any 

municipal corporation to enter into contracts with one or more municipal corporations, 

townships, township police districts, joint police districts, county sheriffs, park districts, port 

authorities, or contiguous municipal corporations in an adjoining state, for the purpose of 

obtaining police protection or additional police protection, or to allow its police officers to work 

in multi-jurisdictional drug, gang, or career criminal task forces, upon any terms that are agreed 

for services of police departments, the use of police equipment, or the interchange of services of 

police departments or police equipment within the territories of the political subdivisions; and 

WHEREAS, Revised Code Section 311.29 allows the county sheriff to enter into 

contracts with any municipal corporation, township, township police district, joint police 

district, metropolitan housing authority, port authority, water or sewer district, school district, 

community school governing authority, library district, health district, park district created 

pursuant to section 511.18 or 1545.01 of the Revised Code, soil and water conservation district, 

water conservancy district, or other taxing district or with the board of county commissioners of 

any contiguous county with the concurrence of the sheriff of the other county, and such 

subdivisions, authorities, and counties may enter into agreements with the sheriff pursuant to 

which the sheriff undertakes and is authorized by the contracting subdivision, authority, or 

county to perform any police function, exercise any police power, or render any police service 

on behalf of the contracting subdivision, authority, or county, or its legislative authority, that the 

subdivision, authority, or county, or its legislative authority, may perform, exercise, or render. 
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WHEREAS, further authority for the participation of townships is set forth in Revised 

Code Sections 505.43 and 505.431, further authority for the participation of park districts is set 

forth in Revised Code Sections 511.235 and 1545.131, and further authority for the participation 

of universities is set forth in Revised Code Sections 3345.041 and 1713.50; and 

WHEREAS, the undersigned parties intend to provide reciprocal police services across 

jurisdictional lines, consistent with the foregoing statutes, to enhance the capabilities of law 

enforcement for the protection of citizens and property throughout their representative 

jurisdictions; and 

WHEREAS, the undersigned parties include any municipal corporation, township, 

township police district, joint police district, county sheriff, park district, or port authority 

located in Butler County, Ohio, (individually, “Agency” and collectively, “Agencies”) that intend 

to provide and exchange the full array of police services with any and all other Agencies to this 

Agreement without limitation, but generally in accord with the following guidelines; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants contained herein, and 

other good and valuable consideration, the sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, the 

Agencies agree as follows: 

I. COOPERATIVE LAW ENFORCEMENT WITHOUT REQUEST 

The Agencies recognize that criminal activities routinely occur across jurisdictional lines, 

and that cooperation between Agencies can increase the effectiveness of law enforcement 

throughout their respective jurisdictions. Any Agency may proceed without request from a 

cooperating Agency generally according to the following guidelines: 

A. In-Progress Crime Assistance Without Request 
 

Whenever an on-duty law enforcement officer from one jurisdiction views or otherwise 

has probable cause to believe a criminal offense has occurred outside the officer’s home 
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jurisdiction but within the jurisdiction of a cooperating Agency, the officer may make arrests 

according to law and take any measures necessary to preserve the crime scene. Control of any 

arrested persons, evidence and the crime scene shall be relinquished to the first available officer 

from the jurisdiction within which the crime took place. The arresting officer may transport or 

relocate any arrested persons or evidence if the officer determines that remaining at the crime 

scene could endanger the officer or others or threaten the preservation of evidence. 

B. Investigations Outside Original Jurisdiction 
 

On-duty officers from one Agency may, without request or prior notice, continue to 

conduct investigations that originate within their home jurisdiction into the jurisdiction of any 

cooperating Agency. If enforcement action is anticipated, the location and nature of the 

investigation shall be reported to the appropriate cooperating Agency as soon as practicable. 

Subsequent arrests, search warrant service or similar police actions shall be coordinated 

between affected Agencies. 

II. COOPERATIVE LAW ENFORCEMENT UPON REQUEST 

The Agencies recognize that special public safety incidents occasionally require the 

services of additional law enforcement personnel. Such additional services may be provided 

according to, but not limited to, the following guidelines: 

A. Dangerous Criminal Activity 
 

Whenever one Agency reports criminal activity, and that Agency is unable to provide 

the immediate response necessary to prevent death, serious physical harm or substantial property 

loss as a result of such criminal activity, the Agency may request police services of any nature 

from any other Agency. 

B. Searches for Fugitive or Wanted Person 
 

Whenever one Agency conducts a search for a fugitive person whose presence is 
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reasonably believed to be within the Agency jurisdiction, and immediate police assistance is 

reasonably necessary to apprehend or prevent the escape of the fugitive or to protect the safety 

of persons and property from imminent danger related to the fugitive, the Agency may request 

police services of any nature from any other Agency. 

C. Traffic Control Assistance 

1. Whenever a traffic accident involving suspected injuries, operating a vehicle 

while impaired (“OVI”) or other serious traffic offense is reported to the jurisdiction in 

which the accident occurred, and the Agency is unable to provide the immediate response 

necessary to render aid to the injured, prevent further injury, prevent serious property 

loss, or arrest a suspected OVI violator, the Agency may request assistance from any 

other Agency. The cooperative effort may include necessary first aid, traffic control, 

accident scene protection, property protection, and detention of any suspected OVI or 

serious traffic violator (defined as a Misdemeanor of the fourth degree or above). 

2. Hazardous Traffic Conditions Assistance 
 

a. Whenever automated traffic control devices located within the 

jurisdictional boundaries of one Agency have malfunctioned and there is 

substantial or other serious risk of a traffic accident unless control is 

reestablished, assistance from another cooperating Agency may be provided 

upon request of the affected jurisdiction. 

b. Whenever an incident occurs on or near a roadway creating substantial or 

other serious risk of a traffic accident, assistance from a cooperating Agency may 

be provided upon request of the affected jurisdiction. 
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III. GENERAL TERMS AND PROCEDURES 

A. A request for police services may be made by the commander of the law 

enforcement Agency, or that person’s designee. The designee must be of supervisory rank or 

the senior shift officer when no supervisor is present. 

B. A cooperating Agency will respond to the extent the requested personnel and 

equipment are not required for the adequate protection of that Agency’s jurisdiction. The 

commander of the law enforcement Agency, or that person’s designee, shall have the sole 

authority to determine the amount of personnel and equipment, if any, available for assistance. 

C. Whenever employees of one cooperating Agency provide any police services in 

or to another cooperating Agency pursuant to the authority set forth in this Agreement, other 

legislative authority, or state law, such employees shall have the same powers, duties, rights and 

immunities as if taking action within the territory of their employing Agency. Revised Code 

Chapter 2744 shall apply to the extent specified in Revised Code Section 737.04 or as otherwise 

provided by law. Moreover, participation in any indemnity fund established by the employer, 

and all rights under Revised Code Chapter 4123, shall apply to the extent set forth in Revised 

Code Sections 505.431 and 737.04, or as otherwise provided by law. Revised Code Chapter 

2743 shall apply as provided by law. 

D. Whenever employees of one cooperating Agency provide police services to 

another cooperating Agency, they shall be under the lawful direction and authority of the 

commanding law enforcement officer of the Agency to which they are rendering assistance, 

provided, however, that Officers shall be subject to the code of ethics, policies, and rules and 

regulations of their employing Agency at all times. 

E. Police services may be initiated by any on-duty officer who has probable cause 

to believe a crime is in progress. Such police services may also be initiated by any on-duty 
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officer who becomes aware of a traffic accident, the need for traffic control, a suspected OVI or 

serious traffic offender, requiring law enforcement intervention in another cooperating Agency 

jurisdiction. Officers must, as soon as practicable, contact their immediate supervisor to enable 

that supervisor to authorize direct actions taken by the employee. 

F. An on-duty officer initiating police services shall notify a law enforcement officer 

from the affected cooperating Agency as soon as possible. As appropriate, the assisted 

cooperating Agency shall relieve the officer as soon as possible. 

G. All wage and disability payments, pension, worker’s compensation claims, 

medical expenses or other employment benefits for employees performing pursuant to this 

Agreement shall be the responsibility of the employing Agency to the same extent as if the 

employee were providing service for the employing agency. Unless otherwise specifically 

provided herein, nothing in this Agreement shall impose any greater duty or obligation on an 

employing agency than provided by law, including as to Off-Duty Details. 

H. Each cooperating Agency shall be responsible for any of its own costs arising 

from or out of its response to a call for assistance, unless the requesting Agency is reimbursed 

for such costs by a third-party source. Further, in the event of loss of or damage to the Agency’s 

equipment or property while providing police assistance services within the jurisdiction of any 

other cooperating Agency, the assisting Agency shall not seek to hold the requesting Agency 

accountable for such loss or damage solely on the basis of the request for services having been 

made, but may do so if any other actions or omissions of the requesting Agency or its employees 

caused the loss or damage. 

I. Each Agency agrees to be and shall be responsible for their own negligence, 

actions, or omissions, and/or the negligence, actions, or omissions of their respective board 

members, officials, officers, employees, agents, representatives, and/or volunteers resulting from 
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the performance of this Agreement to the extent provided by law. Each Agency agrees to be 

individually and solely responsible for all claims, lawsuits, liability, losses, damages, illnesses, 

injuries (including death), and/or related expenses that each may incur as a result of their own 

negligence, actions, or omissions and/or the negligence, actions, or omissions of their respective 

board members, officials, officers, employees, agents, representatives, and/or volunteers in the 

performance of this Agreement to the extent provided by law. 

 
IV. SPECIALIZED LAW ENFORCEMENT OPERATIONS 

A. In addition to the law enforcement services described above, Agencies to this 

Agreement may request Specialized Law Enforcement Operations, defined as a Special Weapons 

and Tactics Team (“SWAT”), Serious Traffic Crash Reconstruction (“START”) OVI Task 

Force, drone operations, canine, or any other operation involving a task force, multi-

jurisdictional team, or substantially similar operation of a specialized or unique nature. 

B. As used in this Section IV, “Initiating Agency” means the political subdivision 

requesting Specialized Law Enforcement Operations, and “Assisting Agency” means any 

political subdivision furnishing Specialized Law Enforcement Operations (including 

participating personnel) at the request of an Initiating Agency. 

C. An Assisting Agency may respond to the extent the requested Specialized Law 

Enforcement Operations are appropriate under the circumstances, and to the extent the requested 

Specialized Law Enforcement Operations are available and not required for other use. 

D. The Initiating Agency shall be in control of the scene, but, as to tactical or 

operational execution, all Specialized Law Enforcement Operations personnel shall be directed 

by their operational commander according to the procedures set forth by the responding 

Specialized Law Enforcement Operation. 
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V. ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS 

A. Any Agency that desires to enter into this Agreement must provide a 

representative of the Butler County Chiefs of Police Association with written notice of such 

intent at least sixty (60) days, but no more than one hundred twenty (120) days, prior to executing 

this Agreement. Upon receipt of such notice, the Butler County Chiefs of Police Association 

will notify the remaining Agencies of such intended participation. 

B. This Agreement shall be in continuous effect for each participating Agency from 

the date the Agency deposits a version of this Agreement executed by its statutorily authorized 

representative with the Butler County Chiefs of Police Association. Any Agency may terminate 

its participation in this Agreement upon sixty (60) days written notice sent provided to the Butler 

County Chiefs of Police Association. Upon receipt of such notice, the Butler County Chiefs of 

Police Association will notify the remaining Agencies of such termination. 

C. This Agreement is solely intended to set forth certain arrangements for the 

provision of mutual aid where practicable. Therefore, the Agencies do not intend for any third 

party to rely on the provisions of this Agreement, and specifically disclaim intent to create any 

third-party beneficiary with rights under the Agreement. Moreover, there shall be no liability 

whatsoever upon any Agency arising out of this Agreement, whether to other Agencies, third 

parties, or otherwise, for the Agency’s failure to fully or partially respond to a call for assistance, 

whether due to the Agency’s equipment and/or employees being otherwise engaged, exigent 

circumstances, or for any other reason. 

D. This Agreement may be modified or amended only by a written agreement duly 

executed by the statutorily authored representative hereto or their representatives.  

E. This Agreement contains the entire agreement between the Agencies as to the 

matters contained herein. Any oral representations or modifications concerning this Agreement 
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shall be of no force and effect. Notwithstanding the foregoing, this Agreement does not 

invalidate, alter, amend, or change in any way, any Agency’s participation in mutual aid 

agreement with other jurisdictions, including but not limited to the Butler County Intercounty 

Mutual Police Aid Agreement. 

F. This Agreement shall be severable, if any part or parts of this Agreement shall for 

any reason be held invalid or unenforceable by a court of competent jurisdiction, all remaining 

parts shall remain binding and in full force and effect. 

G. Each party to the agreement shall retain a copy of the agreement on file with 

agency command staff, and with the municipal, county or other law office responsible for 

representing the agency in contractual, indemnity and other like and similar legal capacities. 

H. Agencies may be added or deleted from this Agreement, and other terms may be 

modified, by written addendum without restating the entire Agreement. 

I. This agreement is subject to the laws of Ohio and venue shall lie in a court of 

competent jurisdiction in Butler County, Ohio, or the Southern District of Ohio federal court. 

J. This Agreement may be executed in counterparts. 
 
 

Only signatures to follow. 
 
 
 

  

Richard K. Jones, Butler County Sheriff  Date Signed 
 
 
 

  

Frank Robinson, Chief, BC MetroParks  Date Signed 
 
 
 

  

Steve Maynard, Chief, City of Fairfield  Date Signed 
 
 

   
Robert Chabali, Chief, Fairfield Township  Date Signed 
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Trent Chenowith, Chief, City of Hamilton  Date Signed 
 
 
 

  

Steve VanWinkle, Chief, Miami University  Date Signed 
 
 
 

  

Earl Nelson, Chief, City of Middletown  Date Signed 
 
 
 

  

Bob Buchanan, Chief, City of Monroe  Date Signed 
 
 
 

  

John Jones, Chief, City of Oxford  Date Signed 
 
 
 

  

Patrick Piccioni, Chief, Oxford Township  Date Signed 
 
 
 

  

Robert Gerhardt, Chief, Ross Township  Date Signed 
 
 
 

  

Jim Nesbit, Chief, City of Sharonville  Date Signed 
 
 
 

  

Patrick Carr, Chief, City of Trenton  Date Signed 
 
 
 

  

Dan Bower, Chief, Village of New Miami  Date Signed 
 
 
 

  

Mike Broughton, Chief, Village of Seven Mile  Date Signed 
 
 
 

  

Brian Rebholz, Chief, West Chester Township  Date Signed 
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The City of Oxford 
(513) 524-5200 
15 S. College Ave. 
Oxford, OH 45056 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 
ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: Police Division  

PREPARED BY: John Jones  

DATE PREPARED: 7/2/2026  

COUNCIL MEETING DATE: July 21, 2026  

AGENDA TITLE: An Ordinance Repealing Code Section 351.03 
Prohibited Standing Or Parking Places And 
Adopting New Section 351.03 Prohibited Standing 
Or Parking Places. (John Jones, Police Chief) 

COUNCIL GOAL AREA: Essential Operations  

BUDGETED AMOUNT:  

ACCOUNT CODE:  

RECOMMENDATION: Approve  

CITY MANAGER/DEPT HEAD APPROVAL: DRE  
 

 
 
DISCUSSION: 
With increased parking pressure, enforcement staff have noticed a drastic increase in vehicles parking on 
the driveway apron between the sidewalk and street. This creative parking method causes problem with 
visibility, roadway obstructions, and hazards for pedestrians on sidewalks. While OCC Section 351.03 
Prohibited Standing or Parking Places has been used in the past to address these violations, staff is 
recommending that the language be amended to make it clear that this method of parking is illegal.  
 
Subsection (b) reads In front of a public or private driveway or within three feet of either side of the 
entrance to said public or private driveway. The section can be made more clear by adding the 
words"including the driveway/apron area that is between the sidewalk and the street, which would 
prevent ingress and egress of the driveway."  Staff presented the topic to OPTAB however they did not 
have a quorum to meet and no action was taken by them. 
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ORDINANCE NO.  
 
AN ORDINANCE REPEALING CODE SECTION 351.03 PROHIBITED STANDING 
OR PARKING PLACES AND ADOPTING NEW SECTION 351.03 PROHIBITED 
STANDING OR PARKING PLACES. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OXFORD, BUTLER 
COUNTY, STATE OF OHIO, THAT: 
 

SECTION 1: Council hereby REPEALS Oxford Codified Ordinance 
Section 351.03 and ADOPTS New Section 351.03 prohibited standing or parking places 
as follows: 
 
351.03 PROHIBITED STANDING OR PARKING PLACES 

 
No person shall stand or park a vehicle, except when necessary to avoid 
conflict with other traffic or to comply with the provisions of this Traffic 
Code, or while obeying the directions of a police officer or a traffic control 
device, in any of the following places: 
 

(a) On a sidewalk, curb or street lawn area, except a bicycle. 
 

(b) In front of a public or private driveway or within three feet of either side of the 
entrance to said public or private driveway, including the driveway/apron area 
that is between the sidewalk and the street. 
 

(c) Within an intersection. 
 

(d) Within ten feet of a fire hydrant. 
 

(e) On a crosswalk. 
 

(f) Within twenty feet of a crosswalk at an intersection. 
 

(g) Within thirty feet of, and upon the approach to, any flashing beacon, stop sign or 
traffic control device. 

 
(h) Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or within thirty feet of points on the 

curb immediately opposite the end of a safety zone, unless a different length is 
indicated by a traffic control device. 

 
(i) Within fifty feet of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing. 

 
(j) Within twenty feet of a driveway entrance to any fire station and, on the side of 

the street opposite the entrance to any fire station, within seventy-five feet of the 
entrance when it is properly posted with signs. 
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(k) Alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when such standing or 
parking would obstruct traffic. 
 

(l) Alongside any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or curb of a street. 
 

(m) Upon any bridge or other elevated structure upon a street, or within a street 
tunnel. 

 
(n) At any place where signs prohibit stopping, standing or parking, or where the 

curbing or street is painted yellow, or at any place in excess of the maximum time 
limited by signs. 

 
(o) Within one foot of another parked vehicle. 

 
(p) On the roadway portion of a freeway, expressway or thruway. 

 
(q) On or in a front yard or a side yard area. Bicycles are exempted herefrom and 

parking in a driveway that gains access to the yard area from a street by means of 
a curb cut shall not be a violation hereof, nor shall parking in a front or side yard 
that has been authorized for such parking by official action of Council, the 
Planning Commission or the Board of Zoning Appeals be a violation. Parking as 
used herein shall not include occasional parking of washing, polishing or 
servicing a motor vehicle, and such parking is exempted from this prohibition. 
Nothing herein shall have the effect of circumventing zoning laws which laws are 
intended to prevail, and nothing herein shall be construed as permitting the 
violation of any other Oxford law. 

 
(r) No person, without privilege to do so, shall abandon a motor vehicle by leaving 

the same parked upon private residential property without the permission of a 
person having the right to the possession of such property. As used in this section, 
private residential property means private property on which is located one or 
more structures that are used as a home, residence or sleeping place by one or 
more persons if no more than three separate households are maintained in the 
structure or structures. Private residential property does not include any private 
property on which is located one or more structures that are used as a home, 
residence or sleeping place by two or more persons if more than three separate 
households are maintained in the structure or structures. For the purposes of this 
section, the fact that a motor vehicle has been so left without the required 
permission is prima-facie evidence of abandonment. 
 

SECTION 2: This ordinance shall take effect at the earliest time allowed 
by law. 
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____________________________________ 
  MAYOR 
 
 

ADOPTED:   
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________ 
 CLERK OF OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 
INTRODUCED BY:  MICHAEL SMITH 
 
PREPARED BY:  LAW (STAFF) 
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The City of Oxford 
(513) 524-5200 
15 S. College Ave. 
Oxford, OH 45056 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 
ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: City Manager  

PREPARED BY: Douglas Elliott  

DATE PREPARED: 6/15/2026  

COUNCIL MEETING DATE: July 21, 2026  

AGENDA TITLE: An Ordinance Providing For The Submission To 
The Electorate Of Amendments To The Charter Of 
The City Of Oxford, Ohio, And To Place The 
Same On The Ballot At The General Election, 
November 3, 2026.  (Douglas R. Elliott, Jr., City 
Manager) 

COUNCIL GOAL AREA:  

BUDGETED AMOUNT:  

ACCOUNT CODE:  

RECOMMENDATION: Approval  

CITY MANAGER/DEPT HEAD APPROVAL: DRE  
 

 
 
DISCUSSION: 
The Oxford City Charter was adopted by the voters in 1960. It adopted the Council-
Manager form of government. One of the provisions of the Charter (Section 10.04) is for the 
City Council to appoint a Charter Review Commission every 10 years. City Council 
appointed five members in 2026. The members are Mayor Michael Smith, City Council 
Representative; Vice- Mayor Alex French, City Council Representative; Alan Kyger; Clara 
Blackmar; and Kevin McKeehan. The Commission Members were assisted by City 
Manager Doug Elliott, Assistant City Manager Jessica Greene, Law Director Chris Conard, 
and City Clerk Heather Barbour. The Charter Review Commission members met three 
times to discuss, propose, and review recommended changes to the Oxford City Charter. 
The Commission has concluded its work.  
 
The Commission is recommending 8 changes to the Oxford City Charter as outlined in the 
attached report. This ordinance provides the changes for City Council for consideration. If 
approved by Council, the ordinance will be forwarded to the Butler County Board of 
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Elections. The approved changes will be placed on the ballot and voted on by the electors 
of Oxford. The proposed changes will appear on the General Election ballot on November 
3, 2026. 
 
 At the Council meeting of July 7th, the 8 recommended changes were discussed. It was 
decided that the recommendation (#1) to remove the three dwelling unit prohibition in the 
remaining Mile Square should be a separate issue for the electorate to decide. Also, the 
recommendation (#3) regarding the publication of ordinances should not be changed. I 
have incorporated these two changes by providing a revised ordinance with 6 
recommendations and a separate ordinance for the removal of the three dwelling unit 
prohibition in the remaining Mile Square. 
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ORDINANCE NO.   
 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE SUBMISSION TO THE ELECTORATE OF 
AMENDMENTS TO THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF OXFORD, OHIO, AND TO 
PLACE THE SAME ON THE BALLOT AT THE GENERAL ELECTION, NOVEMBER 
3, 2026.  
 
 WHEREAS, the Charter of the City of Oxford requires Council to appoint a Commission 
to review the Charter every ten years;  
  
 WHEREAS, the last Commission was appointed in 2016;  
 
 WHEREAS, Council appointed a Commission on February 3, 2026; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Charter Review Commission met three times in 2026, concluded their 
work, and submitted recommendations to Council. 
 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OXFORD, OHIO, HEREBY ORDAINS THAT: 
 
 SECTION I: Council, having reviewed the report and recommendation submitted by the 
Charter Review Commission, determines that amendments to the Charter should be submitted to 
the electors of the City. 
 

SECTION II: Article XVIII, Section 9 of the Ohio Constitution and Section 10.04 of the 
Charter provide that amendments to the Charter may be submitted to the electors of the 
municipality by a vote of at least five (5) of the members of Council. 
 

SECTION III: The question of the amendments of the Charter of the City shall be 
submitted to a vote of the electors of the municipality at the general election to be held on Tuesday, 
the 3rd day of November, 2026, at the regular places of voting in the City between the hours of 
6:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. to determine whether the Charter shall be amended with the additions and 
deletions from the Charter as indicated in the draft Charter revisions document attached to this 
Ordinance as Exhibit “A”. 

SECTION IV: The ballot language shall read as follows: 

“Shall the Charter of the Municipality of Oxford, Ohio be amended by: 

1. removing Section 2.12 regarding utility users liable for own uses and not for others: 
 

2. revising Section 3.05 to require that initiative or referendum petitions be filed with the 
city clerk and not the city auditor; 

 
3. revising Section 4.01 to provide the option of the city manager residing outside the city 

with the approval of city council;   
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4. revising Section 4.02(7) to remove the reference to Civil Service Commission and 
insert reference to Personnel Appeals Board;  
   

5. revising Section 9.07 by removing existing wording and replacing with new process; 
 
6. removing Section 10.01 regarding official bonds and renumber remaining Sections.                                                                                                      

 
SECTION V: A majority vote shall be necessary for adoption of this question. If adopted, 

this amendment will be effective on certification of the election results. 
 
 SECTION VI: Notice of the time and place of holding such election shall be given as 
required by law. The full text of the proposed amendment shall be published one (1) time per week 
for not less than two (2) consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the City of 
Oxford, with the first publication being not less than fifteen (15) days prior to the election at which 
the amendment is to be submitted to the electors.  
 
 SECTION VII: The Clerk of Council shall certify this Ordinance to the Butler County 
Board of Elections by 4:00 p.m. on August 5, 2026.  
 
 SECTION VIII: It is hereby found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 
concerning and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this 
Council, and that any and all deliberations of this Council that resulted in such formal action were 
in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal requirements, including, but not limited 
to Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
 SECTION IX: This Ordinance shall take effect at the earliest time allowed by law.  
 
 
 
        _____________________________ 
        MAYOR 
 
 
ADOPTED:   
 
ATTEST: 
_________________________________     
CLERK OF OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 
 
INTRODUCED BY:   MICHAEL SMITH  
 
PREPARED BY:  LAW (STAFF) 
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The City of Oxford 
(513) 524-5200 
15 S. College Ave. 
Oxford, OH 45056 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 
ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: City Manager  

PREPARED BY: Douglas Elliott  

DATE PREPARED: 7/8/2026  

COUNCIL MEETING DATE: July 21, 2026  

AGENDA TITLE: An Ordinance Providing For The Submission To 
The Electorate Of  An Amendment To The 
Charter Of The City Of Oxford, Ohio, And To 
Place The Same On The Ballot At The General 
Election, November 3, 2026. (Douglas R. Elliott, 
Jr., City Manager) 

COUNCIL GOAL AREA:  

BUDGETED AMOUNT:  

ACCOUNT CODE:  

RECOMMENDATION: Approval  

CITY MANAGER/DEPT HEAD APPROVAL: DRE  
 

 
 
DISCUSSION: 
The Oxford City Charter was adopted by the voters in 1960. It adopted the Council-Manager form of 
government. One of the provisions of the Charter (Section 10.04) is for the City Council to appoint a 
Charter Review Commission every 10 years. City Council appointed five members in 2026. The 
members are Mayor Michael Smith, City Council Representative; Vice- Mayor Alex French, City 
Council Representative; Alan Kyger; Clara Blackmar; and Kevin McKeehan. The Commission Members 
were assisted by City Manager Doug Elliott, Assistant City Manager Jessica Greene, Law Director Chris 
Conard, and City Clerk Heather Barbour. The Charter Review Commission members met three times to 
discuss, propose, and review recommended changes to the Oxford City Charter. The Commission has 
concluded its work.  
 
The Commission is recommending 8 changes to the Oxford City Charter as outlined in the attached 
report. This ordinance provides the changes for City Council for consideration. If approved by Council, 
the ordinance will be forwarded to the Butler County Board of Elections. The approved changes will be 
placed on the ballot and voted on by the electors of Oxford. The proposed changes will appear on the 
General Election ballot on November 3, 2026. 
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 At the Council meeting of July 7th, the 8 recommended changes were discussed. It was decided that the 
recommendation (#1) to remove the three dwelling unit prohibition in the remaining Mile Square should 
be a separate issue for the electorate to decide. Also, the recommendation (#3) regarding the publication 
of ordinances should not be changed. I have incorporated these two changes by providing a revised 
ordinance with 6 recommendations and a separate ordinance for the removal of the three dwelling unit 
prohibition in the remaining Mile Square. 
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ORDINANCE NO.   
 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE SUBMISSION TO THE ELECTORATE OF 
AN AMENDMENT TO THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF OXFORD, OHIO, AND TO 
PLACE THE SAME ON THE BALLOT AT THE GENERAL ELECTION, NOVEMBER 
3, 2026.  
 
 WHEREAS, the Charter of the City of Oxford requires Council to appoint a Commission 
to review the Charter every ten years;  
  
 WHEREAS, the last Commission was appointed in 2016;  
 
 WHEREAS, Council appointed a Commission on February 3, 2026; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Charter Review Commission met three times in 2026, concluded their 
work, and submitted recommendations to Council. 
 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OXFORD, OHIO , HEREBY ORDAINS THAT: 
 
 SECTION I: Council, having reviewed the report and recommendation submitted by the 
Charter Review Commission, determines that amendments to the Charter should be submitted to 
the electors of the City. 
 

SECTION II: Article XVIII, Section 9 of the Ohio Constitution and Section 10.04 of the 
Charter provide that amendments to the Charter may be submitted to the electors of the 
municipality by a vote of at least five (5) of the members of Council. 
 

SECTION III: The question of the amendments of the Charter of the City shall be 
submitted to a vote of the electors of the municipality at the general election to be held on Tuesday, 
the 3rd day of November, 2026, at the regular places of voting in the City between the hours of 
6:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. to determine whether the Charter shall be amended with the additions and 
deletions from the Charter as indicated in the draft Charter revisions document attached to this 
Ordinance as Exhibit “A”. 

 SECTION IV: The ballot language shall read as follows: 

“Shall the Charter of the Municipality of Oxford, Ohio be amended by: 

1. revising Section 2.11 paragraph (4) by removing all wording after first sentence. 
 

SECTION V: A majority vote shall be necessary for adoption of this question. If adopted, 
this amendment will be effective on certification of the election results. 
 
 SECTION VI: Notice of the time and place of holding such election shall be given as 
required by law. The full text of the proposed amendment shall be published one (1) time per week 
for not less than two (2) consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the City of 

Page 102 of 148



 

 

Oxford, with the first publication being not less than fifteen (15) days prior to the election at which 
the amendment is to be submitted to the electors.  
 
 SECTION VII: The Clerk of Council shall certify this Ordinance to the Butler County 
Board of Elections by 4:00 p.m. on August 5, 2026.  
 
 SECTION VIII: It is hereby found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 
concerning and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this 
Council, and that any and all deliberations of this Council that resulted in such formal action were 
in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal requirements, including, but not limited 
to Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
 SECTION IX: This Ordinance shall take effect at the earliest time allowed by law.  
 
 
 
        _____________________________ 
        MAYOR 
 
 
ADOPTED:   
 
ATTEST: 
_________________________________     
CLERK OF OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 
 
INTRODUCED BY:   MICHAEL SMITH  
 
PREPARED BY:  LAW (STAFF) 
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The City of Oxford 
(513) 524-5200 
15 S. College Ave. 
Oxford, OH 45056 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 
ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: Service  

PREPARED BY: Mike Dreisbach  

DATE PREPARED: 6/26/2026  

COUNCIL MEETING DATE: July 21, 2026  

AGENDA TITLE: An Ordinance Authorizing The City Manager To 
Enter Into An Easement Agreement With The 
Board Of Education Of The Talawanda Local 
School District For The Planned Construction Of 
A Passenger Rail Platform. (Michael Dreisbach, 
Service Director) 

COUNCIL GOAL AREA: Accessible, High-Quality Infrastructure  

BUDGETED AMOUNT: $2,700,000  

ACCOUNT CODE: 141.720.63173  

RECOMMENDATION: Approve  

CITY MANAGER/DEPT HEAD APPROVAL: DRE MBD  
 

 
 
DISCUSSION: 
The City will need to acquire real property and easements to begin construction of a passenger rail 
platform near the Chestnut Street Multi-Modal Station at Chestnut & Main. The City is working with 
four entities to acquire an agreement, real estate, or a temporary easement.    The City has reached 
agreements with CSX Transportation, Inc. and with the Talawanda Local School District Board of 
Education (Board).  The City still needs to finalize agreements with Ledger, LLC (owners of the SDS 
Pizza site) and Oxford Township (temporary easement only). 
 
The City and Board have agreed to terms for the required land and temporary easement, with an agreed-
upon value of $16,711.00.  It is Staff's recommendation that the City Council approve this Ordinance and 
authorize payment to the Board of Education of the Talawanda Local School District for the real estate 
and temporary easements noted in this report's attachments. 
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ORDINANCE NO.  
 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AN 
EASEMENT AGREEMENT WITH THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE 
TALAWANDA LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR THE PLANNED CONSTRUCTION 
OF A PASSENGER RAIL PLATFORM. 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of  Education of the Talawanda Local School District owns real 
property in Oxford, Ohio 45056, identified as Parcel ID 3-WD, T 118586; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of  Education of the Talawanda Local School District wishes to 

grant a permanent construction easement to the City of Oxford (a legal description depicting the 
easement area is attached hereto as Exhibit A); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of  Education of the Talawanda Local School District and the City 

will enter into an Easement Agreement granting the construction easement that will include the 
area in Exhibit A; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Manager and Service Director recommend that the City Council of 

the City of Oxford (“Council”) authorize the City Manager to accept the construction easement. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OXFORD HEREBY ORDAINS 
THAT: 
 

SECTION 1: Council has reviewed the construction easement and finds the same to be 
acceptable in form and finds it is in the best interest of the citizens of Oxford and the Board of 
Education of the Talawanda Local School District. 

   
SECTION 2: The City Manager is authorized to execute the attached construction 

easement and the addendum and such other documents as may be required in same or substantially 
similar form in order to create the new easement as depicted in Exhibit A. 
 

SECTION 3: This ordinance shall take effect at the earliest time allowed by law. 
 
 
 

_______________________________ 
MAYOR 

 
ADOPTED:  
ATTEST:  
 
________________________________ 
CLERK OF OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 
INTRODUCED BY: MICHAEL SMITH  
PREPARED BY: LAW (STAFF) 
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O.R. Colan Associates, LLC 
www.orcolan.com 

8750 Union Centre Blvd 
West Chester, OH 45069 

O: 513-247-0243 
F: 513-247-0385 

 

 
June 25, 2026 
 
City of Oxford 
101 East High Street 
Oxford, OH 45056 
  
Attn: Scott Otto, City Engineer  
 
RE: BUT-Oxford Amtrak Station 
 Billing Package for Pcl. 3-WD, T 
 
Dear Mr. Otto: 
 
I have enclosed the following information, so the City of Oxford may start the process for payment 
regarding the above referenced parcel & project.  
 

• Signed Contract for Sale and Purchase 

• Executed W-9 Form 

• Corporate Resolution 
 
Please review the enclosed information and process a check to be made payable to Board of Education 
of the Talawanda Local School District, in the amount of $16,711.00.   
 
Once the check has been processed, please return to this office at the address below.  
 
Should you have any questions or need additional information, please feel free to call me at  
513-247-0243 x 7005. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 

 
Anna Lee Durastanti 
Project Manager                                                            
 
c:  Acquisition File 
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The City of Oxford 
(513) 524-5200 
15 S. College Ave. 
Oxford, OH 45056 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 
ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: Service  

PREPARED BY: Mike Dreisbach  

DATE PREPARED: 6/26/2026  

COUNCIL MEETING DATE: July 21, 2026  

AGENDA TITLE: An Ordinance Authorizing The City Manager To 
Enter Into An Easement Agreement With 
Southwestern Ohio Seniors’ Services, Inc., A Non-
Profit Ohio Corporation Now Known As Maple 
Knoll Communities, Inc. For The Purpose Of An 
Easement For The Construction Of The (OATS) 
Oxford Area Trail System Phase VI. (Michael 
Dreisbach, Service Director) 

COUNCIL GOAL AREA: Accessible, High-Quality Infrastructure  

BUDGETED AMOUNT: N/A  

ACCOUNT CODE: N/A  

RECOMMENDATION: Approve  

CITY MANAGER/DEPT HEAD APPROVAL: DRE MBD  
 

 
 
DISCUSSION: 
The Owners of the Knolls of Oxford have granted an easement to the City of Oxford, with zero 
compensation, for an easement to be used for the construction of the Oxford Area Trail System (OATS) 
Phase VI from Fairfield Road to Contreras Road.  This easement was recorded with Butler County on 
March 6, 2025.  Staff recommends approval of an Ordinance accepting the easement to create a record in 
the Oxford Book of Codified Ordinances.   
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ORDINANCE NO.  
 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AN 
EASEMENT AGREEMENT WITH SOUTHWESTERN OHIO SENIORS’ SERVICES, 
INC., A NON-PROFIT OHIO CORPORATION NOW KNOWN AS MAPLE KNOLL 
COMMUNITIES, INC. FOR THE PURPOSE OF AN EASEMENT FOR THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF THE (OATS) OXFORD AREA TRAIL SYSTEM PHASE VI. 
 

WHEREAS, Southwestern Ohio Seniors’ Services, Inc., a non-profit Ohio Corporation 
now known as Maple Knoll Communities, Inc., owns real property in Oxford, Ohio 45056, 
identified as Parcel ID H4100022000025; and 

 
WHEREAS, Southwestern Ohio Seniors’ Services, Inc., a non-profit Ohio Corporation 

now known as Maple Knoll Communities, Inc., wishes to grant a permanent construction easement 
to the City of Oxford (a legal description depicting the easement area is attached hereto as Exhibit 
A); and 

 
WHEREAS, Southwestern Ohio Seniors’ Services, Inc., a non-profit Ohio Corporation 

now known as Maple Knoll Communities, Inc., and the City will enter into an Easement 
Agreement granting the construction easement that will include the area in Exhibit A; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Manager and Service Director recommend that the City Council of 

the City of Oxford (“Council”) authorize the City Manager to accept the construction easement. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OXFORD HEREBY ORDAINS 
THAT: 
 

SECTION 1: Council has reviewed the construction easement and finds the same to be 
acceptable in form and finds it is in the best interest of the citizens of Oxford and Southwestern 
Ohio Seniors’ Services, Inc., a non-profit Ohio Corporation now known as Maple Knoll 
Communities, Inc. 

  
SECTION 2: The City Manager is authorized to execute the attached construction 

easement and the addendum and such other documents as may be required in same or substantially 
similar form in order to create the new easement as depicted in Exhibit A. 
 

SECTION 3: This ordinance shall take effect at the earliest time allowed by law. 
 
 
 
 

_______________________________ 
MAYOR 

 
ADOPTED:  
ATTEST:  
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________________________________ 
CLERK OF OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 
INTRODUCED BY: MICHAEL SMITH  
PREPARED BY: LAW (STAFF) 
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The City of Oxford 
(513) 524-5200 
15 S. College Ave. 
Oxford, OH 45056 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 
ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: Service  

PREPARED BY: Mike Dreisbach  

DATE PREPARED: 6/26/2026  

COUNCIL MEETING DATE: July 21, 2026  

AGENDA TITLE: An Ordinance Authorizing The City Manager To 
Enter Into An Easement Agreement With Clawson 
Properties I, LLC For The Purpose Of An 
Easement For The Construction Of The (OATS) 
Oxford Area Trail System Phase V.  (Michael 
Dreisbach, Service Director) 

COUNCIL GOAL AREA: Accessible, High-Quality Infrastructure  

BUDGETED AMOUNT: $7,532.00  

ACCOUNT CODE: 144.490.64702  

RECOMMENDATION: Approve  

CITY MANAGER/DEPT HEAD APPROVAL: DRE MBD  
 

 
 
DISCUSSION: 
The City has purchased a permanent and temporary easement from Clawson Properties I, LLC, allowing 
construction of the Oxford Area Trail System - Phase V in the general vicinity of Talawanda High 
School.  The easements have been recorded with Butler County; Staff recommends the City Council 
accept these easements by Ordinance to create a record in the Oxford Codified Ordinances. 
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ORDINANCE NO.  
 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AN 
EASEMENT AGREEMENT WITH CLAWSON PROPERTIES I, LLC FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF AN EASEMENT FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE (OATS) OXFORD 
AREA TRAIL SYSTEM PHASE V. 
 

WHEREAS, Clawson Properties I, LLC owns real property in Oxford, Ohio 45056, 
identified as Parcel ID H4000134000005; and 

 
WHEREAS, Clawson Properties I, LLC wishes to grant a permanent construction 

easement to the City of Oxford (a legal description depicting the easement area is attached hereto 
as Exhibit A); and 

 
WHEREAS, Clawson Properties I, LLC and the City will enter into an Easement 

Agreement granting the construction easement that will include the area in Exhibit A; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Manager and Service Director recommend that the City Council of 

the City of Oxford (“Council”) authorize the City Manager to accept the construction easement. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OXFORD HEREBY ORDAINS 
THAT: 
 

SECTION 1: Council has reviewed the construction easement and finds the same to be 
acceptable in form and finds it is in the best interest of the citizens of Oxford and Clawson 
Properties I, LLC. 

  
SECTION 2: The City Manager is authorized to execute the attached construction 

easement and the addendum and such other documents as may be required in same or substantially 
similar form in order to create the new easement as depicted in Exhibit A. 
 

SECTION 3: This ordinance shall take effect at the earliest time allowed by law. 
 
 
 
 

_______________________________ 
MAYOR 

 
ADOPTED:  
ATTEST:  
 
________________________________ 
CLERK OF OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 
INTRODUCED BY: WILLIAM SNAVELY  
PREPARED BY: LAW (STAFF) 
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The City of Oxford 
(513) 524-5200 
15 S. College Ave. 
Oxford, OH 45056 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 
ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: Service  

PREPARED BY: Mike Dreisbach  

DATE PREPARED: 6/26/2026  

COUNCIL MEETING DATE: July 21, 2026  

AGENDA TITLE: An Ordinance To Appropriate Certain Real 
Property Interests Owned By Ledger, LLC, With 
Interests By Others, For The BUT-Oxford Amtrak 
Station Project.  (Michael Dreisbach, Service 
Director) 

COUNCIL GOAL AREA: Accessible, High-Quality Infrastructure  

BUDGETED AMOUNT: $2,700,000  

ACCOUNT CODE: 141.720.63173  

RECOMMENDATION: Approve  

CITY MANAGER/DEPT HEAD APPROVAL: DRE MBD  
 

 
 
DISCUSSION: 
The City will need to acquire real property and easements to begin construction of a planned passenger 
rail platform near the Chestnut Street Multi-Modal Station at Chestnut & Main. The City is working with 
four entities to acquire an agreement, real estate, and/or a temporary easement.    The City has reached 
agreements with CSX Transportation, Inc. and with the Talawanda Local School District Board of 
Education.  The City still needs to finalize agreements with Ledger, LLC (owners of the SDS Pizza site) 
and Oxford Township (temporary easement only). 
 
The City has retained OR Colan Associates, LLC to oversee fair-market-value negotiations with property 
owners affected by the project.  At this point, negotiations have stalled, and the City must act to 
appropriate the portions of parcels needed for the project.  Where possible, staff have made adjustments 
to design plans to minimize the impact on businesses and properties affected by the planned project. 
 
In this case, the City requires a strip of land on the south side of the property, bordering property with 
Talawanda School District, to create an access pathway from the RTA Station to the planned rail 
platform.  A temporary construction easement is also required for the project.  A Fair Market Value for 
the land and easement was established at $49,650 and this offer was presented in February 2026 to the 
owners. 
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The City has reached agreements with Amtrak and CSX for the passenger rail platform.  Design plans for 
the project are nearing completion, and the City will be ready to advertise for bids in the near future.    
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ORDINANCE NO.  

AN ORDINANCE TO APPROPRIATE CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY 
INTERESTS OWNED BY LEDGER, LLC, WITH INTERESTS BY 
OTHERS, FOR THE BUT-OXFORD AMTRAK STATION PROJECT.  

 
 WHEREAS, the Oxford City Council, by Resolution No. 7838, declared its intention and 
the necessity of appropriating certain real property interests as described in said Resolution; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary to appropriate said real property interests to complete the BUT-
Oxford Amtrak Station Project (the “Amtrak Project”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Amtrak Project will provide the citizens of Oxford with a safe, reliable 
transportation option; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the real property being appropriated by the City includes Parcel 2-W and 2-
T, as more particularly described in Exhibits A & B attached hereto, which parcels are located at 
7 E. Chestnut Street, Parcel ID No. H4100115000013 (collectively, the “Real Property”). 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OXFORD, OHIO, HEREBY 
ORDAINS: 
 

SECTION 1: The City Council of Oxford, Ohio, by Resolution No. 7838 passed July 7, 
2026, declared its intention to appropriate a fee simple interest in Parcel 2-W, more particularly 
described in Exhibit A attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference, and a temporary 
construction easement over Parcel 2-T, more particularly described in Exhibit B attached hereto 
and incorporated herein by reference, which parcels are located at 7 E. Chestnut Street, Parcel ID 
No. H4100115000013, which Real Property is owned by Ledger, LLC, for the Amtrak Project. 
Notice of the passage of the above-referenced Ordinance is being served upon the Real Property 
owner, or its agent, as well as any persons or entities in possession of, or persons or entities having 
a record interest in, the Real Property according to law.  

 
SECTION 2: The Real Property described in Exhibits A and B, attached hereto and 

incorporated herein by reference, is being appropriated for a proper public purpose, as the Amtrak 
Project will promote the health, safety, welfare, and enjoyment of the citizens of Oxford. 
 

SECTION 3: The names of those who have, claim to have, or may have any estate, title, 
or interest in the Real Property described in the attached Exhibits A and B are Ledger, LLC; any 
lienholders of record; and other persons or entities who declare or may declare an interest in the 
Real Property pursuant to law, including but not limited to the Butler County Treasurer, and the 
Butler County Auditor. 

 
SECTION 4: The value of said appropriated property, including any residual damages, 

has been appraised at $49,650.00 by an independent certified real estate appraiser.  
 

SECTION 5: The Law Director is hereby authorized and directed to deposit $49,650.00 
with the Clerk of Courts of Butler County, Ohio, and to submit a Petition for Appropriation to the 
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Butler County Common Pleas Court requesting that the Court make inquiry into and assess the 
compensation to be paid for the appropriated Real Property, and to take all other actions necessary 
in connection with the appropriation proceedings. 

 
SECTION 6:  All actions taken by or on behalf of the City of Oxford in connection with 

the appropriation of the aforementioned property prior to the adoption of this Ordinance are hereby 
ratified. 

 
SECTION 7: It is hereby found and determined that all formal actions of Council 

concerning and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this 
Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of its committees that resulted in such formal 
action were in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal requirements, including 
Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
MAYOR 
 
 
 
 

ADOPTED:  
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
CLERK OF OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 
INTRODUCED BY: MICHAEL SMITH  
 
PREPARED BY: LAW (STAFF) 
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The City of Oxford 
(513) 524-5200 
15 S. College Ave. 
Oxford, OH 45056 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 
ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: Finance  

PREPARED BY: Heidi Ridenour  

DATE PREPARED: 6/26/2026  

COUNCIL MEETING DATE: July 21, 2026  

AGENDA TITLE: An Ordinance Amending Ordinance No. 3844 
Supplemental Budget Ordinance Number 4 To 
Make Supplemental Appropriations For Fiscal 
Year 2026. (Heidi Ridenour, Finance Director) 

COUNCIL GOAL AREA: Fiscal Responsibility  

BUDGETED AMOUNT: $92,702  

ACCOUNT CODE:  

RECOMMENDATION: Approval  

CITY MANAGER/DEPT HEAD APPROVAL: DRE/HR  
 

 
 
DISCUSSION: 

DISCUSSION: 

Issue 1: $12,510.00 – General Fund (110) 

To make adjustment to appropriations for the contract to clean the uptown public restroom. 

Issue 2: $16,312.77 – Water Capacity Benefit Fund SW (384) 

To make adjustment to budgeted revenue $16,313.00 to account for the transfer to the Water 
Improvement Fund for balancing purposes to the County. 

Issue 3: $21,072- General Fund (110) 

To make adjustment to appropriations for the clean up contract for 521 N Beech St. This will be sent to 
Butler County as an assessment.  

Issue 4: $9,120.00 – Capital Equipment Fund (140) 
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To make adjustment to budgeted revenue and appropriations to account for a grant from the Oxford 
Community Foundation for the uptown improvements. (Lights, street pole banners, etc.) 

Issue 5: $50,000.00 – Opioid Settlement Fund (430) 

To make adjustment to budgeted appropriations to provide funding for the Oxford Cold Shelter. 
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 ORDINANCE NO.   
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 3844 SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET 
ORDINANCE NUMBER 4 TO MAKE SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2026. 
 

WHEREAS, additional appropriations are needed for the current 
fiscal year and monies are available for appropriation in those 
funds. 
  
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OXFORD, OHIO, HEREBY ORDAINS THAT: 
 
 SECTION 1: Additional appropriations are needed for the 
current fiscal year and monies are available for appropriation in 
those funds;  
  
 SECTION 2: The following increase/(decrease)in revenue  
be made: 
 
 Water Capacity Benefit Fund 384      16,313.00 
 Capital Equipment Fund 140        9,120.00 
     
 SECTION 3: The following increase/(decrease)in expenditures  
be made: 
 
 General Fund 110            12,510.00 
 General Fund 110      21,072.00 
 General Fund 110   4,000.00 
 Capital Equipment Fund 140        9,120.00 
 Opioid Settlement Fund 430      50,000.00 
  
  
 SECTION 4: In all other respects, Ordinance No. 3844 shall 
remain in full force and effect. 
 
 
 SECTION 5: This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon 
its adoption. 

 
     
____________________ 

 MAYOR   
                 

ADOPTED:  
 
ATTEST:  
____________________________ 
CLERK OF OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 

 
INTRODUCED BY: MICHAEL SMITH 
 
PREPARED BY:  LAW (STAFF) 
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